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It is on this system that the American Government is founded. It is
representation ingrafted upon Democracy. It has fixed the form by a
scale parallel in all cases to the extent of the principle. What Athens was
in miniature, America will be in magnitude. The one was the wonder of
the ancient world; the other is becoming the admiration, the model of
the present. It is the easiest of all the forms of Government to be under-
stood and the most eligible in practice, and excludes at once the ignorance
and insecurity of the hereditary mode, and the inconvenience of the
simple Democracy.
It is impossible to conceive a system of Government capable of acting
over such an extent of territory, and such a circle of interests, as is imme-
diately produced by the operation of representation. France, great and
populous as it is, is but a spot in the capaciousness of the system. It is
preferable to simple Democracy even in small territories. Athens, by
representation, would have outrivalled her own Democracy.
That which is called Government, or rather that which we ought to
conceive Government to be, is no more than some common centre, in
which all the parts of society unite. This cannot be accomplished t>y any
method so conducive to the various interests of the community as by the
representative system. It concentrates the knowledge necessary to the
interest of the parts, and of the whole. It places Government in a state
of constant maturity. It is, as has already been observed, never young,
never old. It is subject neither to nonage nor dotage. It is never in the
cradle nor on crutches. It admits not of a separation between knowledge
and power, and is superior, as Government always ought to be, to all the
accidents of individual man, and is therefore superior to what is called
Monarchy.
A Nation is not a body, the figure of which is to be represented by the
human body, but is like a body contained within a circle, having a com-
mon centre in which every radius meets; ancl that centre is formed by
representation. To connect representation with what is called Monarchy
is eccentric Government. Representation is of itself the delegated Mon-
archy of a Nation, and cannot debase itself by dividing it with another.
Mr. Burke has two or three times, in his parliamentary speeches, and
in his publication, made use of a jingle of words that convey no ideas.
Speaking of Government, he says: "It is better to have Monarchy for its
basis, and Republicanism for its corrective, than Republicanism for its
basis, and Monarchy for its corrective.7' If he means that it is better to
correct folly with wisdom than wisdom with folly, I will not otherwise